Cholesterol-dependent regulation of nitric oxide production: potential role in atherosclerosis.
Atherosclerosis is preceded by cholesterol-induced diminution in vascular nitric oxide (NO) production and proatherogenic changes in endothelial cell function. Careful dissection of the steps involved in regulating endothelial nitric oxide synthase (eNOS) activity has revealed that cholesterol-induced caveolin expression reduces NO production by stimulating the production of inhibitory caveolin eNOS complexes.